Protection sought for seals threatened by warming
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Fresh off a successful campaign to have polar bears designated a threatened species, a conservation group has petitioned to get the same protection for the bears' main prey.
The Center for Biological Diversity today sought Endangered Species Act protection for ringed seals and two other ice-dependent species - spotted and bearded seals - off the Alaska coast. The listing petition says their sea ice habitat is threatened by global warming.
Ringed seals are the only seals that can survive in completely ice-covered waters. They do so by digging out breathing holes with stout claws.
Spotted seals bear young on drifting pack ice.
Bearded seals are the largest true seals off Alaska's coast. They use drifting pack ice for resting and reproducing.

